Report of the Observance of World Environment Day – 2018
The Institution of Engineers (India), Tripura State Centre and Tripura State
Pollution Control Board jointly organized a Seminar on 5th June, 2018 at 06.00 PM in the
Seminar Hall (Silver Jubilee Floor) of IEI, Tripura State Centre, Pandit Nehru Complex,
Agartala on “Beat Plastic Pollution” in connection with World Environment Day – 2018.
The significance of this year World Environment Day is, India is the host Country
for the first time on this title theme as per the decision of UNO. Representative from
across the World had been to Delhi for brainstorming session on the theme and to
formulate future approach. This is the first time, The Institution of Engineers (India) is
co-organizing the different programmes on World Environment Day jointly with Union
Ministry of Forest, Environment & Climate Change across the Country.
The Hon’ble Minister of Forest & Tribal Welfare, Tripura Sri Mevar Kumar
Jamatia was the Chief Guest in the programme. In his short speech, he expressed deep
concern of illegal sand lifting from river base without valid license and permission for
last several years. This scenario is being continued last several years without any
monitoring. Hon’ble Minister is afraid of extinction village rivers, branch rivers in the
coming days which shall create a havoc in the State in near future. He also explained the
preponing of ‘Banamohatshov’ (Plantation Ceremony) and celebrating it alongwith
World Environment Day with detail justification. For the first time in the State, the
plantation in Government level has been organized in remote areas of Tulasikhar Block
wherein the villagers were highly motivated to make themselves involve in the Plantation
programme. This in turn is an important milestone for protection of green environment at
source.
The Special Guest of the programme, Er. Pranay Saha, Joint Director, Department
of Science, Technology & Environment, Govt. of Tripura explained the highly damaging
effect of plastic in environment degradation and highlighted recently adopted policies of
Union Government to ban the plastic in all types of uses. He presented a short video on
Plastic Pollution.
Dr. Shaon Ray Chaudhuri, Associate Professor and Head, Department of
Microbiology, Tripura University presented a highly research based paper and informed
about the project taken by Department of Microbiology, Tripura University for
conversion of toxic dairy affluent into organic fertilizer which has been successfully

implemented in Gomati Diary in Agartala. She claimed this is unique plant in the
Country and many research scholars / experts from different State has visited the plant
and appreciated the project taken by Tripura University.
The other expert speaker Dr. Sumanta Chakraborti, FIE, Registrar, Maharaja Bir
Bikram University, Agartala very nicely explained his long experience in the field of
environment and pollution and presented a power point presentation on the basis of
effective practical problem based solution. He also highlighted that the clear guidelines of
implementers and source of plastic production has to be seriously looked into. He also
stated that as per policy framework, the producer of plastic has the total responsibility for
management of their product which is not implemented at all. The importance of
segregation during waste collection only is one of the solutions for proper management of
plastic waste.
At the beginning, Welcome address was presented by Er. Tapas Bhattacharya,
Honorary Secretary, IEI, Tripura State Centre and the programme was presided by Er.
Tapan Lodh, Chairman, IEI, Tripura State Centre.

